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ACPA Presents Distinguished Service Awards, Honors

December 15, 2004 – The American Concrete Pavement Association (ACPA) presented a number of distinguished service awards to public works officials, academicians, and representatives of the concrete pavement industry.   The awards were presented during ACPA’s 41st Annual Convention, December 1 – 3, in Marco Island, Fla.  

The ACPA distinguished service awards and honors recognize the commitment, focus, and accomplishments of some of the most forward thinking, innovative, and determined professionals in the transportation community, as well as the high quality highways, airports, and streets & roads they build and rehabilitate.  Here are the recipients of the 2004 ACPA Distinguished Service Awards and Honors:

Marlin J. Knutson Award for Technical Achievement – presented to Robert F. Steffes, Research Engineer, of the Center for Portland Cement Concrete Pavement Technology, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa.  Steffes received the concrete pavement industry’s highest technical achievement award for outstanding work and contributions to develop longitudinal jointing practices, in addition to working toward improving concrete pavement technology overall.

Steffes developed “Longitudinal Joint Forming in Portland Cement Concrete.”  Steffes’ innovative method forms longitudinal joints in concrete pavements without sawing.  This method eliminates the need for longitudinal joint sawing and sealing, and more importantly reduces construction costs, construction time, and maintenance costs.  

Steffes other accomplishments include: initiating research to study vibrator trails in concrete; developing a prototype of a vacuum joint seal tester to evaluate pavement joint seals; and revising Iowa DOT pavement joint sawing and sealing methods.  

The Marlin J. Knutson Award for Technical Achievement is presented to an individual or group who has made significant contributions to advance the development and implementation of innovative technical and best practice approaches in the design and construction of concrete pavements. 

Outstanding Government Official Award — awarded to Bill Kirk, District 6 Materials Technician IV (retired), for the Iowa DOT, Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  The award recognizes his 35 years of dedication, enthusiasm, and pursuit of improving concrete paving in Iowa.  

Kirk was involved in several initiatives in Iowa, including: implementing the Certified Plant Inspector program and contractor mix design; the use of fly ash and ground granulated blast furnace slag; and maturity testing.

Also during his tenure, Kirk provided training for the Iowa DOT Certified Technician program.  We participated in the ‘SWAT’ team, a group that raveled around the state and trained contractors and agency personnel on improving the production and placement of concrete pavement.  Kirk retired from the Iowa DOT earlier this year.

This award recognizes a government or public official for meritorious service and leadership in transportation activities with special emphasis on concrete pavement

Lifetime Pavement Achievement Award (Highways) – presented to (owner) Georgia Department of Transportation for State Route 17 in Habersham County, Ga.
Route 17 has provided outstanding valule to the citizens of Georgia since 1942.  Requiring little to no maintenance, 3.4 of the original 12.5 miles of the project still remains as the orginal concrete pavement.  The pavment is 22 ft wide and 7 in. thick, including 15 ft joint spacing and was placed directly on a compacted clay base.  The paving was completed in a record 55 days.  

Though more than half-a-century old, this pavement has stood the test of rising average daily traffic (ADT).  The ADT has increased from 800 in 1960 to 4,400 in 2002.  In addition, the pavement does not show any faulting at joints (filled with hout-pour sealant).  The ride quality is acceptable, particularly noting the lack of clearly defined ride requirements and testing equipment in the 1940’s.

Route 17 has served the taxpayers of Georgia for 62 years and is a testament of the durability and longevity of concrete pavements.

Lifetime Pavement Achievement Award (Airports) – presented to (owner) Lawrence County Airport, Courtland, Ala. 

Originally known as the Courtland Army Air Force Base Flying Station, this concrete airfield has served the United States military and the citizens of Lawrence County for 62 years.  During World War II, the airport’s concrete runway served as a wartime aviation training facility.  After the war, the airport began its transition to a general aviation airport.  

During it’s transition, the airport facilitated the development of the North Alabama Industrial Air Park.  Both the airport and the air park have had an immeasurable economic and social impact on Lawrence County and its surrounding communities.  Due to its exceptional strength and performance beyond design expectations, this concrete airfield has provided decades of service to the community and the nation.  

The American Concrete Pavement Association (ACPA) is the national trade association for the concrete pavement industry.   The ACPA and its network of regional chapters and state paving associations (covering the contiguous United States) represent members in marketing/promotion, government affairs, and research/technical support associated with concrete pavements used for highways, airports, streets, and roads.   

ACPA’s more than 500 members include paving contractors, cement companies, equipment manufacturers, material and service suppliers, ready-mixed concrete producers, allied associations/organizations, bonding and insurance companies, consulting firms, and other allied organizations and individuals.

Founded in 1964, the American Concrete Pavement Association is headquartered in the nation’s capital at 1010 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 20001.  Phone:  202-842-1010.  Fax:  202-842-2022.    The Association’s Chicago office is located at 5420 Old Orchard Road, Skokie, IL 60077.  Telephone:  847/966-2272.  Fax:  847/966-9970.  Visit our website at www.pavement.com. 
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Editor’s Note:  For additional information, contact Bill Davenport, Vice President – Communications & Policy, American Concrete Pavement Association, 5420 Old Orchard Road, Suite A-100, Skokie, Illinois 60077.  Phone:  847-966-2272.   E-mail:  bdavenport@pavement.com. 

