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Beuerlein Named 2004 
Hartmann-Hirschman Award Recipient
December 15, 2004  – The American Concrete Pavement Association (ACPA) announced that Donald E. Beuerlein, President/CEO of Koss Construction Company, Topeka, Kan., was named the recipient of the Association’s coveted 2004 Hartmann-Hirschman Award.  

ACPA recognized Beuerlein for 40 years of strong and unwavering support of the concrete pavement industry, the Association, and its affiliated Chapter/State paving associations.  Among his many accomplishments, Beuerlein was credited with leading the industry and the Association through dramatic changes and to new heights in terms of presence, market share, and technical service. 

During his term as the 1997 Chairman of the Board, Beuerlein led the industry to a new dimension of unprecedented growth and strength.  He also was a driving force behind the growth and development of the Missouri/Kansas and the Oklahoma/Arkansas Chapters of the ACPA.   He also was recognized for his strong industry participation and many contributions to other transportation-construction organizations. 
Beuerlein’s company has earned a well-deserved reputation for some of the nation’s best pavements, as well as for its proud and rich history.   Koss Construction dates back to the 1910’s.   Beuerlein noted his family’s association with Koss Construction began in the 1920’s.  In that period of time, the company has placed more than 72 million square yards or 51 miles of concrete pavements—enough to pave a 24-ft wide highway from Los Angeles to New York, and then back to Denver, he said.   

In accepting the award, Beuerlein thanked his wife Turid, his family, and his extended family of  loyal employees, affectionately known as “Hard Roaders.”

He also credited his predecessors and forebears, including company founder, George C. Koss;  his father Albert; and his uncles John, Lawrence, and Mike Beuerlein.   Beuerlein noted that his forebears collectively had 139 years of service to the company.   He continued the proud tradition established by these early industry pioneers by building on past successes and expanding Koss Construction to the well-respected and reputable business it is today.   

At the awards ceremony, M. Lee Powell, III, cited Beuerlein for his stellar accomplishments, selfless contributions, and sterling character.  Powell is President of APAC-Southeast, Ballenger Division and is a fellow Hartmann-Hirschman award winner and former Chairman of the ACPA Board of Directors (in 1985 and again in1999).

The Hartmann-Hirschman Award, which recognizes individuals or companies/organizations for excellence and meritorious service to the concrete pavement industry, is one of the most coveted awards presented by the American Concrete Pavement Association. 

The award was first presented in 1968 in honor of Harold W. Hartmann.  In 1987, Robert E. Hirschman’s name was added to the award.  Both men demonstrated leadership and tireless dedication to the concrete pavement industry, having shaped both the industry and the American Concrete Pavement Association.

ACPA’s more than 500 members include paving contractors, cement companies, equipment manufacturers, material and service suppliers, ready-mixed concrete producers, allied associations/organizations, bonding and insurance companies, consulting firms, and other allied organizations and individuals.

Regional chapters and state paving associations (covering the contiguous United States) represent members in marketing/promotion, government affairs, and research/technical support associated with concrete pavements used for highways, airports, streets, and roads.   

Founded in 1964, the American Concrete Pavement Association is headquartered in the nation’s capital at 1010 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 20001.  Phone:  202-842-1010.  Fax:  202-842-2022.    The Association’s Chicago office is located at 5420 Old Orchard Road, Skokie, IL 60077.  Telephone:  847/966-2272.  Fax:  847/966-9970.  Visit our website at www.pavement.com. 

Editor’s Note:  For additional information, contact Bill Davenport, Vice President – Communications & Policy, American Concrete Pavement Association, 5420 Old Orchard Road, Suite A-100, Skokie, Illinois 60077.  Phone:  847-966-2272.   E-mail:  bdavenport@pavement.com.
