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IOWA SECTION OF AN OLD TRANSNATIONAL 
HIGHWAY MARKS 100 YEARS OF SERVICE

The concrete section of Old U.S. Highway 20 is marking its 100th year of service to 
northwestern Iowa. The 0.92 miles of pavement continues to serve the rural Iowa 
Community of Moville with minimal maintenance for over a century.

Stretching from coast to coast, Old U.S. Highway 20 has 
terminuses in Boston, MA, and Newport, OR, and sports 
many concrete sections along its 3,365-mile route. While 
the majority of transcontinental traffic has migrated to the 
new U.S. 20, the old highway is still a part of many people’s 
daily lives – such as the residents of Moville, IA. Since 1922, 
northwestern Iowans have utilized the concrete section of 
Old Highway 20, now called E Frontage Road, to connect 
their rural communities to the rest of the state. The modern-
day concrete section measures just under 1 mile of roadway 
and has been in place for a whopping 100 years. The road 
now sits just outside of the city limits of Moville and right 
outside the door of the Woodbury County Engineer’s office. 

This concrete section of Old Highway 20 was constructed 
using the Iowa DOT’s 1921 specifications. The 8 inch thick 
pavement is 18 feet wide with no expansion joints, typical of 
concrete pavements of the day. Over the subsequent 100 

years, Old Highway 20 carried local and commercial traffic 
alike with very little maintenance ever being done. While 
the 100-year-old section of pavement shows its age, it 
continues to serve as a dependable and durable roadway. 

COMMUNITY IMPACTS

The exceptionally long life of the concrete pavement has 
connected generations of Iowans in Woodbury County. 
Before the opening of the modern, four-lane divided 
highway, the historical section was the most efficient way 
to travel to and do business with the rest of the state. 
Having its juristriction transferred over during it’s long life, 
this Old Highway 20 route will continue to be an important 
part of the county/city network. Having outlived its design 
life by at least 5-10 times, this concrete pavement has 
demonstrated that it will provide that link for years to come.  

KEY BENEFITS
The long life of this pavement:
• Continues to serve local residents as newer 

roads are built and maintained 
• Saved taxpayer dollars by serving its purpose 

with minimal repairs 
• Conserved resources by not needing 

reconstruction or replacement 
• Freed up state resources to pursue 

infrastructure projects in other parts of the 
region


