
Improving Productivity of ACPA Members  
Productivity measures the level of efficiency at which a firm/industry can transform its 

inputs into outputs. Simply put, becoming more productive is necessary for a 

firm/industry to thrive in a competitive market. 
 

Our Goal: To help ACPA, its members, and the concrete paving industry become more productive, profitable, 
and competitive. Research has shown that while producers can take proactive actions to improve their 
competitiveness, their productivity is also affected by its external operating environment. As a result, our goals 
are two-fold: (1) determine mechanisms for ACPA contractors to be more productive and profitable; and (2) 
outline for state DOTs the steps that they can take to allow ACPA members to be more productive and cost 
efficient. To do so, we are aiming to survey and collect data from ACPA’s members. This data would include (1) 
detailed cost reports for each project and (2) aggregate annual information such as revenue, capital 
investments, company ownership, etc. Any collected information will be stored on a secure server and will be 
kept entirely confidential. The collected data will not be disseminated to the larger public. 
 

Study Outcomes and Benefits: The results of this study will lead to: 
1. An internal report for participating ACPA contractors that outlines the effects of resource utilization (i.e., 

labor, capital, material inputs) and project-specific characteristics (e.g., contract type, construction context) 
on their productivity and profitability. ACPA contractors can use these findings to enhance their own 
practice. 

2. A bulletin report for state DOTs highlighting the effects of industry support from the government (e.g., 
concrete paving market share) on the productivity of ACPA contractors. 

 

About Us: This study has been launched by an interdisciplinary group of researchers at The University of British 
Columbia with knowledge in pavements and engineering, economics, and industrial organizations. We are also 
engaging with policy-makers at governmental agencies (e.g., Bureau of Labor Statistics) and have published a 
recent report on the topic in partnership with the Hutchins Center on Fiscal and Monetary Policy at The 
Brookings Institution. Specific questions around this initiative should be directed to Prof. Omar Swei 
(oaswei@civil.ubc.ca). 
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How can you support this project? 
• Attend a webinar hosted by our research group 

• Fill out a spreadsheet with the relevant data we are seeking and/or share your raw data in a 
readable format 

• Spread the word across the industry 

https://www.brookings.edu/series/hutchins-center-working-papers/
mailto:oaswei@civil.ubc.ca

